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SPEECH  OE 


Of  Ionia,  Michigan, 


MADE  AT  CHARLOTTE,  MICH., 

OCTOBER  9th,  1874. 


Mr.  Chairman ,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

Another  political  campaign  has  come.  In  our  public  econo¬ 
my  it  is  the  season — the  spring-time,  as  it  were — for  the  voters 
to  consider  and  determine  who  and  what  shall  be  their  rulers 
and  measures  and  fruits  of  government.  All  these  greatly  and 
gravely  concern  every  citizen,  old  and  young,  male  and  female 
in  our  State.  No  one,  therefore,  can  rightfully  be  indifferent. 
Pure  and  impartial  government  is  the  birthright  of  all  Ameri¬ 
can  citizens,  without  respect  to  color,  caste,  condition  or  sex. 
But  such  government  can  only  be  secured  by  the  honest,  intelli¬ 
gent  and  correct  choice  of  public  officers  and  measures.  The 
power  and  duty  to  do  ttiis  are  solely  in  the  hands  of  the  voters. 
It  ?s  indeed  for  them,  and  them  alone,  to  say  who  and  what 
their  rulers  and  kind  of  government  shall  be,  and  they  will  be 
benefited  or  injured  according  to  their  choice.  If  bad  men  are 
elected  and  pernicious  measures  adopted,  there  will  be  corrup¬ 
tion  in  all  offices  so  filled,  and  ruin  wherever  such  measures  ope¬ 
rate.  But  if  good  men  are  elected  and  wise  measures  adopted 
they  will  confer  honor  and  prosperity  upon  the  people,  making 
the  governmental  yoke  easy  and  burden  light.  (Jause  and  effect 
are  ever  inseparable. 

The  official  corruption  and  ruinous  measures  which  so  many 
years  have  weighed  down  and  disgraced  the  people  and  Nation, 
are  all  more  or  less  chargeable  upon  the  voters.  They  are  but 
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the  natural  fruit  of  the  tree  of  of  their  own  planting.  When  the 
mass  of  voters  blindly  and  waywardlv  follow  political  adventur¬ 
ers  instead  of  states  men, and  under  their  direction  heed  the  voice 
of  party  rather  than  of  Country,  remember  old  grievances,  re¬ 
fusing  to  learn  new  duties,  cling  to  Stale  prejudices  not  seeing 
present  necessities,  accept  pernicious  measures  in  lieu  of  benefi¬ 
cent  ones,  repeat  wrongs  in  preference  to  correcting  them,  exer¬ 
cise  an  easy  virtue  liking  it  better  than  a  sterling  one,  drive 
away  one  thief  but  to  accommodate  another,  elevate  dishonest 
men  to  office  hunting  down  those  w'ho  are  upright,  and  throw 
off  one  bad  scheme  only  to  make  room  for  one  no  better,  or 
perhaps  even  worse,  woes  unnumbered  will  betide  them,  and 
they  have  cause  to  complain  only  mainly  of  themselves. 

Quite  too  many  such  mischevious  officers  and  measures,  and 
too  much  such  leadership  and  voting  during  the  last  generation 
or  more  have  there  been  in  the  political  field  of  our  Nation  and 
in  the  administration  of  its  concerns,  and  most  dearly  have  the 
people  paid  for  them.  Only  the  few  who  have  profited  by  the 
mistakes  and  wrongs  referred  to  have  been  satisfied  and  insisted 
that  all  was  well,  and  they  doing  so  only  while  enriching  them¬ 
selves  with  ill-gotten  gains. 

The  Democratic  party,  which  was  truly  noble  and  covered  it¬ 
self  with  glory  in  the  early  days  of  its  rule,  while  led  by  the 
Jeffersons,  the  Maddisons,  the  |acksons,  and  other  Statesmen 
of  their  like,  finally  forgot  its  obligations  and  became  reckless, 
extravagant,  corrupt,  oppressive,  tyrannical  and  giddy,  and  thus 
falling  from  its  high  estate,  was,  as  a  consequence,  more  than  a 
decade  since,  ignominiouslv  driven  from  place  and  power.  But 
this  stern  and  merited  fate  did  not  befall  it  until  its  political  sins 
became  barefaced,  numerous  and  intolerable,  and  filled  every 
grade  from  the  least  to  those  of  the  most  alarming  character, 
— in  fact,  from  peculation  and  ballot-box  stuffing, 'up  to  standing 
armed  guard  in  defense  of  Southern  Slavery,  converting  Ameri¬ 
can  citizens  by  its  fugitive  Slave-Law  into  hounds  for  sluve-hunt- 
ing,  robbing  the  mails  of  documents  objectionable  to  slave¬ 
holders,  bankrupting  the  National  Treasury,  impairing  the  pub¬ 
lic  credit,  plunging  the  country  into  a  civil  war,  coarsely  apolo¬ 
gizing  for  treason,  furnishing  the  enemy  with  aid  and  comfort, 
declaring  “the  war  a  failure,”  seeking  to  protect  and  profit  by 
every  evil  found  in  the  land,  and  treating  as  criminals  all  who, 
in  the  name  of  justice  and  humanity,  dared  to  remonstrate 
against  its  misdeeds,  or  declare  a  belief  in  the  doctrines  of  the 
Declaration  of  American  Independence.  For  all  who  possessed 
such  belief  or  such  courage,  it  had  nothing  but  the  most  degrad¬ 
ing  servitude  and  severest  stripes.  Though,  as  indicated,  it  had 
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in  its  last  years  of  rule,  other  evils  as  supports,  yet,  slavery  ami 
whisky  were  its  crutches:  and  its  slavery  crutch  having  decayed 
since  its  fall,  it  is  to-day  seeking  to  rise  mainly  by  the  help  of  its 
whisky  crutch.  With  its  pockets  still  filled  with  liquor  bottles, 
and  strongly  “Bourbon”  in  all  its  tastes  as  well  as  ideas  of  gov¬ 
ernment,  having  learned  nothing  from  its  disasters,  and  at  heart 
reformed  in  no  respect,  there  is  to-day  at  least  as  much  to  fear 
as  to  hope  from  a  transfer  of  the  reins  of  government  from  Re¬ 
publican  to  Democratic  hands.  Expressing  the  opinion  in  the 
reversal  of  a  homely  and  familiar  figure,  such  a  change  could 
be,  at  best,  only  jumping  from  the  fire  into  the  frying-pan ; — a 
gain,  if  any,  not  worth  its  cost.  Indeed,  when  a  party  becomes 
so  corrupt  that  it  can  only  be  preserved  in  whisky  better  let  it 
rot. 

Oh  !  spirit  of  Jefferson,  that  seems  now  hovering  near  us  as 
we  talk  of  these  things,  and  who,  in  thy  day,  was  the  great 
Apostle  of  Democracy  and  the  Father  of  this  Party,  how  have 
those  who  professed  to  be  Democrats  and  affirmed  in  thy  name, 
strayed  from  the  ways  thou  did’st  teach,  and  perpetrated  all 
kinds  of  evils  from  the  least  even  unto  the  greatest,  covering 
that  once  honored,  proud  party  as  with  the  thick  garment  ofi 
crime. 

But  as  corrupt,  reckless,  oppressive  and  odious  as  the  last 
few  years  of  Democratic  rule  was,  whether  municipal,  State  of 
National,  the  Republican  party,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  cannot  criti¬ 
cise  it  with  a  decent  grace.  Organized  for  noble  purposes,  and!  ‘ 
running  well  for  a  season,  accomplishing  in  that  period  grand  ' 
results,  and  building  a  dazzling  fame  that  towered  high  above- 
those  of  all  other  great  parties, — the  Republican  party  also  fi¬ 
nally  turned  from  its  appointed  labors,  became  faithless,  fast1 
and  demoralized  and  entered  upon  a  wild  and  ruinous  career  of 
extravagance,  fraud  and  debauchery,  which  in  its  boldness  and 
excesses  is  without  parallel  in  American  history.  Among  those 
which  mark  that  career  of  the  Republican  party,  proving  the- 
truth  of  this  grave  charge,  are  the  following: 

It  has  given  to  railroad  rings  300,000,000  acres  of  the  public 
domain,  worth  a  billion  of  dollars;  it  has  given  $65,000,000  of* 
government  guaranteed  bonds  to  one  railroad  line,  on  which, 
bonds  the  government  has  already  paid  a  balance  of  $xg,ooo,- 
000  of  interest,  and  will  have  to  pay  many  more,  and  ultimately, 
the  principal  also;  it  has  given  tens  of  millions  of  dollars  as  sub¬ 
sidies  to  steamboat  lines,  and  contracted  to  give  many  more;  it 
has  given  to  the  bankers  of  the  country  a  banking  system  which 
enables  them  to  make  20  per  cent,  per  annum  on  capital  invested;: 
it  has  given  the  manufacturers  a  tariff  which  forces  the  people 
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’to  pay  from  ten  to  one  hundred  per  cent,  more  for  many  articles 
than  they  can  be  bought  for  in  other  countries;  it  has  increased 
the  fees  and  salaries  of  nearly  every  office-holder,  and  reduced 
none  below  what  they  found  them;  it  has  given  the  Southern 
States  carpet-bag  and  scalawag  governments,  which  have  heaped 
upon  those  States  over  $200,000,000  of  fraudulent  public  debts, 
thus  bankrupting  some  of  them,  and  willfully  sustaining  them  in 
such  rule;  it  has  audited  and  paid  many  millions  of  dollars  of 
dishonest  and  illegal  claims  against  the  general  government, 
often  dividing  the  money  so  obtained  with  officers  who  connived 
thereat,  but  should  have  guarded  the  national  treasury;  it  has 
permitted  the  chief  federal  office-holders  to  habitually  run  away 
from  their  posts  of  duty,  to  indulge  in  listless  idleness  and 
shameless  vices,  and  neglect  the  general  welfare;  it  has  created 
tens  of  thousands  of  new  offices,  filling  many  of  them  with 
known  reckless  men  to  do  their  bidding,  and  harrass  and  eat 
out  the  substance  of  the  people;  it  has  appointed  untold  num¬ 
bers  of  men  to  office  as  a  reward  for  dishonest  services,  and  be¬ 
cause  they  were  expert  politicians  and  tools,  and  many  of  whom 
had  before  notoriously  plundered  the  people;  it  has  illegally 
’used  the  franking  privilege  in  all  late  years  campaigns,  in  send¬ 
ing,  free  of  postage,  millions  of  its  electioneering  documents, 
thereby  in  each  campaign  cheating  the  post-office  department 
out  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars,  which  the  people  were 
taxed  to  make  up;  it  has  maintained  the  moiety  system,  as  a 
rich  source  of  revenue,  deriving  millions  therefrom,  to  corrupt 
the  elections;  it  has  systematized  peculation,  fraud  and  thievery, 
paid  premiums  for  abject  servitude,  colonized  thousands  of  men 
as  voters,  stuffed  numerous  ballot-boxes,  falsified  many  election 
returns,  set  at  naught  elections  by  a  corrupt  judiciary  backed 
by  Federal  troops,  pinned  with  bayonets  upon  the  people 
odious  and  ruinous  rulers  and  governments  never  elected,  and 
reversed  sound  judicial  decisions  by  packing  the  bench  with  its 
scavengers;  it  has  elevated  to  high  judicial  offices,  attorneys 
who  have  aided  in  defrauding  the  government  of  its  just  dues; 
it  has  raised  by  subscription  and  the  assessment  of  office-holders 
a  corruption  fund,  often  amounting  to  several  millions  of  dol¬ 
lars,  to  thwart  and  override  the  will  of  the  people;  it  has. allowed 
Polygamy,  one  of  the  “  twin  relics  of  barbarism,”  to  grow  with 
the  growth  and  strengthen  with  the  strength  of  the  Nation,  the 
Representative  in  Congress  of  that  barbarism  boldly  intimating, 
on,  the  floor  of  the  House,  that  he  is  as  pure  as  the  great  major¬ 
ity  of  Congressmen;  it  has  shown  the  people  how  public  func¬ 
tionaries,  who  fare  sumptuously  every  day  on  a  few  hundred 
dollars  per  annum;  can  each  year  clear  as  many  thousands,  ap- 
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parently  outdoing  the  miracle  of  the  loaves  and  fishes  of  olden 
time;  it  has  begotten,  brought  out  and  dragged  around  Civil 
Service  Reform,  now  reduced  on  half  rations  and  lack  of  exer¬ 
cise  to  a  mere  living  skeleton,  to  deceive  and  defraud  the  peo¬ 
ple  into  their  support;  it  has,  by  its  innumerable  frauds,  created 
a  necessity  for  investigating  committees  unexampled  in  numbers 
and  astounding  discoveries  in  civilized  governments;  it  has  al¬ 
lowed  many  of  its  chief  office  holders,  not  excepting  the  Presi¬ 
dent  and  many  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress,  to 
import  large  and  valuable  packages  of  foreign  goods,  in  viola¬ 
tion  and  fraud  of  the  revenue  laws  and  claims  of  the  public 
treasury;  it  refused  to  abolish  Slavery  until  the  rebellion  was 
over  two  years  old,  striving  all  that  time  to  save  slavery,  as  well 
as  the  Union,  but  unable  to  save  both,  it  finally,  on  one  hundred 
days  notice  to  the  rebels,  abolished  slavery,  and  not  then  from 
choice  and  justice,  but  as  “  a  war  measure”;  it  attempted  Re¬ 
construction  and  worked  at  it  over  two  years,  leaving  the  freed- 
men  in  the  mean  time  without  the  ballot,  but  signally  failing  en¬ 
franchised  them,  not  on  the  score  of  merit,  inalienable  right  or 
a  sense  of  justice,  but  necessity  only;  it  has  made  the  abolition 
of  slavery  and  the  enfranchisement  of  the  freedmen  the  subject 
of  vain  boastings  and  its  chief  stock  in  trade,  both  of  which  it 
long  resolutely  strove  to  avoid,  and  yielded  to  the  call  of  those 
high  duties  not  until  forced  by  the  sternest  compulsion;  it  has 
stricken  down  many  of  its  wisest  and  best  statesmen,  and  be¬ 
cause  they  were  such,  and  would  not  do  dishonest  work,  thus 
hurrying  some  of  them  to  untimely  graves;  it  has  exacted  a  blind 
and  devoted  partizan  fealty  from  all  its  members,  and  treated  as 
aliens  and  outlaws  all  w'ho  withheld  it;  it  has  used  the  military 
arm  of  the  Nation  to  control  conventions  in  the  interests  of  its 
thieves  and  satraps;  it  has  elevated  and  idolized  as  a  Caesar, 
the  greatest  salary-grabber,  gift-taker,  spendthrift  and  horse- 
and-bulldog  admirer  in  its  ranks,  visiting  condign  punishment 
upon  all  who  questioned  his  virtues,  or  withheld  like  devotion; 
it  has  sent  the  son  of  this  same  Chief,  in  violation  of  army  rules 
and  at  the  public  expense,  on  a  luxurious  tour  to  the  monarch¬ 
ical  courts  of  Europe,  in  some  of  which  he  was  received  with 
the  contempt  he  deserved;  it  has  elected  as  President  pro  lew 
of  the  United  States  Senate  a  man  whose  loathsome  vices  are  as 
notorious  as  his  existence,  and  who,  for  years,  with  seeming 
pride  and  ostentation,  flaunted  them  in  the  face  of  the  public; 
it  has  detailed  government  clerks,  by  scores  and  for  long  months 
at  a  time,  to  aid  in  preparing  and  circulating  electioneering 
documents;  it  has  sent  its  tools  and  hypocrites  on  foreign  pleas¬ 
ure  trips,  on  hollow  errands,  at  the  expense  of  the  people,  and 
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to  pay  for  and  secure  additional  servility;  it  has  appointed  men 
to  important  offices, whom  the  people  had  defeated  at  the  polls, 
because  of  their  corruptions  and  want  of  character,  and  so  ap¬ 
pointed  them  because  they  were  such  men  and  had  therefore 
been  so  defeated,  thus  insulting  and  outraging  public  sentiment; 
it  has  denounced  and  treated  as  an  adversary  those  who  asked 
for  an  account  of  its  official  stewardship,  or  expressed  doubts  of 
its  office-holders’  integrity;  it  has  given  the  District  of  Columbia 
a  government,  which  for  mammoth  frauds  would  have  made 
the  Tweeds,  Connelys  and  Sweeneys  envious  in  their  palmiest 
days;  it  has  repealed  the  salary-grab  law,  not  from  choice,  but 
fear,  spending  weeks  in  doing  what  should  have  been  done  the 
first  day  of  the  session;  it  has  made  a  merit  of  the  cessation  of 
its  own  wrongs, holding  up  its  hands  as  though  they  had  not  been 
blackened,  and  didn’t  do  it;  it  has  administered  the  government, 
by  class  legislation,  in  the  interests  of  the  rich,  turning  away  the 
toiling  masses  with  crusts  and  in  rags;  it  has  by  grinding  taxa¬ 
tion  tilled  State  and  National  treasuries  to  overflowing  millions, 
to  oblige  and  increase  the  thrift  of  the  nabobs  of  the  land,  who 
paid  it  their  homage;  it  has  promoted  to  its  great  leadership, or 
heads-centre,  the  most  unprincipled  of  its  host,  honest  men  not 
often  or  long  wearing  its  epauletts;  it  has  shown  how  “Chris’tian 
Statesmen”  can  sell  the  birthright  of  the  Country,  and  yet  lose 
none  of  its  esteem  or  confidence;  it  has  stealthily  re-enacted  the 
old  odious  sedition  law,  of  Federal-party  origin  and  notoriety, 
to  muzzle  the  press  and  people,  so  they  shall  not  dare  to  divulge 
or  criticise  its  offenses,  lest  they  may  be  seized  and  carried  to 
Washington,  or  distant  and  unusual  places  for  trial,  before 
courts  and  juries  created  and  packed  for  their  conviction;  it  has 
prevented  the  appointment  and  election  of  its  members  to  office, 
because  they  possessed  capacity,  decision  and  integrity,  and 
would  not  do  dishonest  and  dirty  work;  it  has  given  orders 
throughout  this  State,  employing  some  slimy  Democrats  to  aid  in 
their  execution,  to  trample  down  every  man,  of  whatever  party, 
who  aspires  to  Legislative  honors,  and  who,  if  elected, will  not  fall 
down  and  worship  Zach  Chandler,  not  as  “  the  golden  calf,” 
as  they  should,  if  at  all,  but  as  the  great  honored  Captain- 
General  of  the  Michigan  Republican  corps;  it  has  interfered 
with  and  controlled  State,  county  and  municipal  elections  in  the 
interests  of  its  leeches,  and  not  of  the  people;  it  has  sent  its 
principal  Federal  office-holders  and  paid  emmissaries,  by  scores 
and  hundreds, into  all  parts  of  the  Nation, to  dictate  to  and  thwart 
the  will  of  the  people,  and  perpetuate  its  corrupt  rule;  it  has 
entered  prisons  and  brought  out  and  pardoned  convicts,  and  sent 
them,  with  the  stench  of  the  prison  still  about  them,  as  political 
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missionaries  to  proclaim  its  cause;  and  last,  though  not  least, 
it  has  neglected  to  enforce  our  State  prohibition  law,  but  has 
nevertheless  rigidly  executed  all  statutes,  both  State  and  Na¬ 
tional,  for  the  collection  of  all  taxes  from  the  people. 

What  a  startling  list  of  offenses  these  !  not  the  half  that  could 
be  named,  and  these  mentioned  nearly  all  in  general  terms, 
there  being  embraced  under  some  heads  even  hundreds  of  that 
kind. 

Oh  !  shade  of  Lincoln,  now  perhaps  brooding  over  us,  who 
was  one  of  the  greatest  and  best  of  rulers  and  warmest  and 
strongest  of  philanthropists,  how  have  we  missed  thee  from  our 
National  Councils,  and  how  have  professed  Republicans  ran  af¬ 
ter  strange  Gods  and  into  by  and  forbidden  paths,  committing- 
all  manner  of  political  extravagances  and  sins  in  the  name  of 
Republicanism. 

It  is  only  because  the  Democratic  and  Republican  parties 
have  been  thus  guilty  and  have  earned  and  established  such 
reputations,  that  every  railroad  ring,  land-grabbing  ring,  gold¬ 
gambling  ring,  steam-boat  subsidy  ring,  office-holders  ring,  San- 
to-Domingo  ring,  manufacturers’  ring,  tariff  ring,  whisky  ring, 
and  every  other  unprincipled  and  gormandizing  ring,  corpora¬ 
tion  and  person  are  all  found  working  and  shouting  in  this,  as 
in  former  campaigns,  in  the  ranks  and  interests  of  one  or  the 
other  of  these  two  parties,  just  as  taste  and  supposed  chances 
of  plunder  dictate  is  best  for  them. 

With  such  facts  before  us,  giving  color  and  character  to  these 
parties,  fully  justifying  every  charge  made,  and  which  will  down 
at  no  man’s  bidding,  well  may  we  ask:  “Do  the  people  longer 
want  such  officers  or  such  government  ?  Can  any  thing  better 
be  hoped  in  the  future  with  the  reins  of  government  in  such 
hands  ?”  Indeed,  we  may  as  well  hope  to  gather  grapes  from 
thorns  or  figs  from  thistles. 

And  the  National  Reform  party,  lately  born  under  the  public 
manger  at  Lansing,  with  no  star  going  and  standing  over  that 
city  to  proclaim  a  high  birth,  but  running  in  hot  haste  to  Kala¬ 
mazoo,  the  moment  it  got  upon  its  little  feet,  to  embrace  and  be 
w'edded  to  carbunkled  Democracy,  gives  no  sign  or  promise  of 
improvement  upon  either  of  the  old  parties  named.  With  like 
distrust  and  loathing,  we  are  forced  to  turn  our  backs  upon  it 
also. 

That  the  masses  of  these  three  parties  are  honest, — if  the 
National  Reform  party  has  any  masses,  which  is  a  fact  yet  to 
be  established, — and  only  desire  and  can  be  satisfied  with  just, 
equal  and  economical  government,  there  is  no  doubt ;  but  they 
have  nevertheless  been  too  strongly  partisan,  easily  deceived 
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and  misled,  and  the  consequences,  as  stated,  are  terribly  severe. 

The  great  difficulty  has  been  and  still  is,  that  the  ambitous, 
unprincipled  and  avaricious  men  referred  to,  supremely  intent 
on  position  and  personal  agrandizement,  have  rushed  to  the 
front  and  seized  the  control  of  these  parties,  and  used  them, 
not  in  the  interests  of  the  people  or  country,  but  as  ladders  on 
which  to  climb  up  into  place  and  power,  so  as  to  fatten  and  riot 
at  the  expense  of  the  toiling  millions,  and  whom  they  should 
serve  and  not  rob  ;  and  they  cannot  now  be  shaken  off  or  de¬ 
feated  in  their  iniquitous  purposes.  As  well  might  the  stagnant 
pool  seek  to  get  rid  of  its  green  pestiferous  scum,  as  these  par¬ 
ties  of  these  base  men. 

Parties  thus  guilty  and  thus  hopelessly  depraved,  are  utterly 
unworthy  of  trust,  confidence  or  support.  In  fact,  they  have 
survived  their  usefulness,  and  there  is  no  health  in  them.  Like 
old  shoes  clouted  upon  the  feet,  no  longer  comely  or  fit  for  use, 
these  parties  now  only  deserve  to  be  cast  off  and  remembered 
as  History  shall  see  fit.  And  in  truth  no  party  that  is  unwilling 
to  put  aside  the  bottle  and  lead  a  temperance  life,  is  fit  to  be 
trusted  with  the  government  of  a  free,  Christian  people.  And 
this  doctrine  is  as  true  of  rulers  as  of  parties. 

To  this  it  is  replied,  “ Some  party  must  hold  the  reins  of  gov¬ 
ernment  and  administer  it  in  the  interests  of  the  people  and  so 
as  to  promote  the  honor  and  perpetuity  of  the  Nation,  leading 
on  the  column  of  civilization.”  We  grant  this  without  limita¬ 
tion  or  qualification. 

But  right  here  it  is  naturally  asked,  “If  neither  the  Democrat¬ 
ic  nor  Republican  party  is  to  be  longer  used  for  such  purposes, 
what  party  shall  receive  and  perform  those  high  trusts  ?”  We 
confidently  answer,  the  National  Prohibition  party. 

To  this  it  is  objected,  “That  is  a  ‘one  idea’  party,  having  no 
purpose  but  the  suppression,  by  law  and  moral  suasion,  of  the 
manufacture  and  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beverage, 
while  there  are  other  wants  of  the  people,  both  State  and  Na¬ 
tional,  to  be  attended  to  as  well.”  Our  reply  to  this  objection 
is  two-fold: 

1.  That  the  ‘one  idea’  named,  had  we  no  other,  is  worth 
more  than  all  the  ideas  embraced  in  :he  Democratic  and  Repub¬ 
lican  platforms,  and  if  carried  out  would  do  vastly  more  good; 
and, 

2.  That  the  platform  of  our  party,  as  made  up  of  those  of 
the  State  and  National  ones,  however  the  party  may  be  called 
for  the  sake  of  a  name  or  significa  ice,  possesses  so  many  valu¬ 
able,  noble  and  vital  principles,  each  Nation-wide  in  its  scope 
and  purpose,  that  it  would  not  suffer,  but  gain  a  great  triumph, 
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in  a  comparison  with  that  of  either  of  the  other  parties  named. 

Let  us  briefly  state  the  leading  doctrines  or  ideas  of  our  par¬ 
ty ,  as  expressed  in  its  platform,  and  see  whether  we  are  mistak¬ 
en  or  not.  Calling  them  up  and  passing  them  in  rapid  review, 
we  shall  see  an  array  of  wise,  sagacious  and  beneficent  princi¬ 
ples,  quite  sufficient  in  number,  scope  and  purpose,  for  the 
complete  administration  of  the  General  and  State  Governments, 
so  as  to  meet  all  the  wants  of  the  people,  wipe  away  all  legisla¬ 
tive  and  executive  impurities  and  burnish  bright  again  the  tar¬ 
nished  glory  of  the  Nation.  And  now,  if  fancy  may  be  allowed 
a  little  play,  please  observe  for  a  few  moments  the  proud  and 
noble  bearing  of  each,  like  unto  that  of  the  true  warrior,  as  the 
long  imposing  line  of  them,  all  sober  and  in  good  order,  comes- 
trooping  up  and  past  us  for  inspection.  Ah!  here  they  come, 
and  now  look  and  listen.  The  first,  as  he  reaches  our  front  and 
gracefully  waves  his  keen,  glittering  sword  in  obeisance,  seated 
upon  his  spirited  charger,  both  clad  in  complete  armor,  distinct¬ 
ly  says: 

“The  government  which  receives  the  allegiance  of  its  citizens 
is  bound  to  perfectly  protect  them  in  the  enjoyment  of  personal 
security,  liberty  and  property ;  allegiance  and  protection  being 
reciprocal  duties. 

The  2nd:  As  the  traffic  in  intoxicating  liquors  greatly  impairs 
the  personal  security  and  liberty  of  a  large  mass  of  citizens,  and 
renders  private  property  insecure,  and  the  Democratic  and  Re¬ 
publican  parties  adopt  no  adequate  policy  for  the  suppression 
of  that  traffic,  therefore  its  suppression  by  effective,  legal  prohi¬ 
bition,  both  by  State  and  National  Legislation,  is  favored,  our 
party  of  necessity  being  organized  and  operated  to  that,  as  well 
as  to  other  ends. 

The  3d:  The  pure  patriotism  and  profound  statesmanship  of 
the  founders  of  our  system  of  government  are  acknowledged, 
and  proper  respect  and  veneration  paid  to  their  memory,  and 
solemn  pledges  of  fealty  given  to  the  imperishable  principles  of 
civil  and  religious  liberty  embodied  in  the  Declaration  of  Amer¬ 
ican  Independence  and  the  Federal  Constitution. 

The  4th:  The  traffic  in  intoxicating  liquors  is  a  dishonor  to 
Christian  civilization,  inimical  to  Society,  an  unqualified  political 
wrong,  subversive  of  the  ordinary  objects  of  government,  inca¬ 
pable  of  being  regulated  or  restrained  by  any  system  of  license, 
and  imperatively  demanding  for  its  suppression  both  State  and 
National  Prohibition. 

The  5th:  While  we  recognize  the  Providence  of  God  in  su¬ 
pervising  the  interests  of  this  Nation  to  this  time,  we  having 
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•organized  our  party  for  the  legal  prohibition  of  the  liquor  traffic, 
our  reliance  for  success  is  upon  the  Omnipotent  Arm. 

The  6th:  There  can  be  no  greater  peril  to  the  Nation  than 
the  existing  competition  for  the  liquor-traffic  vote  ;  that  any 
party  not  opposed  to  such  traffic  will  engage  in  such  competi¬ 
tion,  court  the  favor  of  the  criminal  class,  barter  away  the  pub¬ 
lic  morals,  the  purity  of  the  ballot-box,  and  every  object  of 
good  government,  for  party  success,  and  is  unfit  to  be  trusted 
with  governmental  concerns. 

The  7th:  While  we  adopt  legal  measures  for  the  prohibition 
of  the  liquor  traffic,  we  will  continue  the  use  of  all  moral  means 
in  our  power  to  persuade  men  from  the  injurious  practice  of 
using  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beverage. 

The  8th:  Competency,  honesty  and  sobriety  are  indispensa¬ 
ble  qualifications  for  holding  public  office. 

The  9th:  The  removal  of  incumbents  from  public  service  for 
mere  difference  of  political  opinion,  is  a  practice  opposed  to 
.sound  policy  and  just  principles. 

The  10th:  Fixed  and  moderate  salaries  should  take  the  place 
of  official  fees  and  perquisites,  the  franking  privilege,  sinecures 
and  unnecessary  offices  be  abolished,  and  every  possible  means 
•employed  to  prevent  corruption  and  venality  in  office;  and  by  a 
-rigid  system  of  accountability  from  all  public  officers  and  a 
sleepless  guard  over  the  treasury,  the  utmost  economy  be  prac¬ 
ticed  and  enforced  in  every  department  of  government. 

The  nth:  The  election  of  President,  Vice  President  and  Unit¬ 
ed  States  Senators  should  be  by  a  direct  vote  of  the  people. 

The  1 2th:  A  sound  National  Currency,  adequate  to  the  de¬ 
mands  of  business  and  convertible  into  gold  and  silver  at  the 
will  of  the  holder,  and  the  adoption  of  every  measure,  compati¬ 
ble  with  justice  and  public  safety,  to  appreciate  our  currency  to 
the  gold  standard,  should  be  among  the  objects  of  government. 

The  13th:  All  rates  of  postage,  telegrams,  railroad  and  water 
transportation  and  travel,  should  be  reduced  to  the  lowest 
practical  point  by  law  wisely  and  justly  framed,  with  reference 
not  only  to  the  interests  of,  the  capital  employed,  but  the  higher 
claims  of  the  public  also. 

The  14th:  Adequate  public  revenue  may  be  raised  by  impost 
duties,  equitable  assessment  of  property  and  the  business  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  country,  but  any  discrimination  in  favor  of  capital 
against  labor,  and  all  monopoly  and  class  legislation,  should  be 
opposed. 

The  15th:  The  removal  of  the  burdens — moral,  physical,  pe¬ 
cuniary  and  social — imposed  by  the  intoxicating  liquor  traffic, 
will  emancipate  labor  and  promote  labor  reform. 
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The  16th:  The  fostering  of  Common  Schools,  under  the  care 
and  support  of  the  State,  to  supply  the  wants  of  a  general  lib¬ 
eral  education,  is  a  primary  duty  of  good  government. 

'1  he  17th:  The  right  of  suffrage  rests  not  upon  color,  race, 
former  social  condition,  sex  or  nationality;  and  when  from  any 
cause  it  has  been  withheld  from  any  class  of  citizens  of  our 
country,  who  are  of  suitable  age,  and  mentally  and  morally 
qualified  therefor,  it  should  be  speedily  granted  by  the  people. 

The  1 8th:  A  liberal  and  just  policy  should  be  pursued  to 
promote  foreign  immigration,  allowing  to  the  naturalized  citizen 
equal  rights,  privileges  and  protection  with  the  native  born. 

The  19th:  Government  should  banish  from  the  Common¬ 
wealth  whatever  is  fitted  to  corrupt  the  morals  of  the  people. 

The  20th:  If  any  State  desires  to  restrain  the  traffic  in  intox¬ 
icating  liquors,  as  injurious  to  the  State  and  calculated  to  pro¬ 
duce  idleness,  vice  and  debauchery,  there  is  nothing  in  the 
Constitution  to  prevent  it. 

The  21st:  Laws  for  the  preservation  of  the  public  peace, 
health  and  morals,  are  for  the  protection  of  life  and  liberty  and 
compel  secondary  laws  relating  only  to  property,  convenience 
or  luxury,  to  recede  when  they  come  in  conflict. 

The  22nd:  It  is  in  the  power  of  the  State  to  arrest  the  evils 
of  intemperance,  which  implies  an  obligation  to  do  so;  that  ob¬ 
ligation  rests  first  upon  the  voters,  and  next  upon  the  legislators. 
Whatever  be  the  responsibility  of  the  drunkard  or  drunkard- 
maker,  there  is  also  a  heavy  responsibility  on  community,  who, 
having  the  power  to  arrest  the  evil,  do  not  exercise  it. 

The  23d:  Our  State  Constitution  gives  every  child  the  birth¬ 
right  to  temperance  and  education;  the  law's  to  secure  each 
should,  therefore,  be  enforced  with  equal  promptness  and  effi¬ 
ciency. 

The  24th:  Any  Legislator  who  does  not  see  and  acknowledge 
that  the  use  of  poisonous  drink  is  a  public  evil,  corruptor  of 
society  and  civil  danger  that  should  be  dealt  with  by  law,  is 
unworthy  the  place  given  him  by  the  people  in  the  State  and 
National  Councils. 

The  25th:  The  need  of  the  hour  is  the  amendment  and  en¬ 
forcement  of  good  law’s. 

The  26th:  All  persons  recognizing  and  favoring  these  doc¬ 
trines,  are  invited  to  unite  with  us  and  labor  in  their  interests. 

The  27th:  We  adopt  as  our  name,  “ The  National  Prohibi¬ 
tion  Party ,  or  Army.’’ 

And  thus  said,  these  principles,  these  soldiers, — animated  by 
the  inspirations  of  such  Heaven-born  sentiments,  quickly  form 
abreast,  the  bugle  sounds  the  charge,  and  away  they  move,  they 
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run,  they  fly,  swallowing  up  the  ground  with  their  speed,  their 
banners  fluttering  in  the  breeze,  and  rolling  a  cloud  of  dust  be¬ 
hind  them,  and  thick  sparks  of  fire  from  their  feet,  as  with 
steaming  steeds,  shouting  men,  rattling  armor,  roaring  hoofs 
and  whirling  column,  they  rush  to  glorious  warfare;  and  will  not 
God  give  them,  than  the  victory  ? 

What  an  army  and  what  a  warfare  !  And  how  numerous,  hu¬ 
mane,  just,  equal,  benificent  and  grand  are  all  its  ideas  and 
principles  relating  to  government,  people  and  persons.  Fortu¬ 
nate  indeed  would  be  the  Nation,  whose  citadel  is  occupied, 
out-posts  held,  territory  patrolled  and  liberties  guarded  by  suck 
an  army,  constituting  as  it  would,  “The  Life-Guard  of  the  Na¬ 
tion.” 

Such,  then,  is  the  platform  of  our  party.  Can  any  one,  look¬ 
ing  at  it,  say  that  there  is  but  “one  idea”  in  it  ?  Is  it  not,  on 
the  contrary  replete  with  all  needed  and  varied  ideas  for  such 
purposes,  each  being  of  the  purest  and  sublimest  character  ? 
Cannot  governments,  both  State  and  National,  find  ample  room 
to  work  upon  it,  and,  observing  its  lessons,  preserve  and  foster 
every  right  of  dominion  and  of  person,  and  every  interest  of 
the  country  and  people,  being  at  liberty  to  overlook  none.  In  a 
word,  does  it  not  make  all  equal  before  the  law,  and  in  a  voice 
in  government,  and  adequately  secure  to  all  without  partiality, 
equal  rights  of  person,  property,  speech  and  opinion,  including 
those  of  conscience,  and  eating  in  peace  the  bread  of  honest  in¬ 
dustry  ?  Certainly  nothing  more,  or  better,  or  different  for  all 
the  purposes  of  excellent  government  and  citizenship,  and  each 
in  the  highest  degree,  could  be  had  or  asked.  Fuller  of  such 
lessons,  ideas  and  purposes  than  those  of  the  Democratic  and 
Republican  parties,  rounded  as  theirs  are  with  vain  gloryings 
and  promises  not  made  to  be  performed,  and  covered  with  the 
dirt  and  filth  of  many  long  years  of  reckless  extravagance,  job¬ 
bery  and  thievery,  until  they  have  become  political  Augean 
stables, — we  may,  therefore,  confidently  and  triumphantly  claim 
a  lofty  preeminence  of  our  platform  over  theirs,  and  be  justly 
and  proudly  satisfied  with  it. 

In  truth,  there  is  no  objection  to  our  platform,  but  the  one 
sometimes  urged,  “It  is  so  good,  being  in  advance  of  the  age, 
that  the  government  and  people  cannot  be  brought  up  to  it.” 
It  is  to  be  remembered,  however,  that  the  true  rule  is,  “Place 
high  the  mark,  and  reach  it  if  possible.”  Yes,  the  platform 
being  thus  broad  and  elevated,  and  Argus-eyed  in  searching 
out  mistakes  and  wrongs  to  be  corrected,  and  rights  and  inter¬ 
ests  to  be  built  up,  and  our  party  not  being  defiled  in  the  day 
of  its  triumph,  by  the  adhesion  of  men  only  intent  on  the  un- 
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clean  drippings  of  office  and  public  plunder,  its  success  would 
therefore  be  the  success  of  political,  social  and  moral  civiliza¬ 
tion. 

That  the  prohibition,  both  by  State  and  National  Legislation, 
not  omitting  moral  suasion,  of  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  in¬ 
toxicating  liquors  as  a  beverage,  and  therby  the  removal  of  in¬ 
temperance  resulting  from  that  traffic  and  all  its  attendant  evils, 
constitute  the  central  idea  of  our  platform,  we  do  not  deny,  but 
claim  is  its  chief  and  crowning  glory.  In  years  past,’  such  in¬ 
temperance  was  the  only  evil  that  we  presumed  to  compare 
with  that  of  Southern  Slavery  ;  and  if  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
the  latter  into  the  Federal  Territories,  and  not  interfering  with 
it  in  the  Slave  States,  was  sufficient  to  justify  the  organization 
of  the  Republican  party  in  1854,  by  a  much  greater  reason  is 
the  complete  suppression  of  the  liquor  traffic  as  a  beverage  a 
justifiable  reason  for  the  organization  of  our  party.  But  it  is  to 
be  constantly  remembered  that  our  platform  and  party  have  also 
all  the  other  principles,  ideas  and  purposes  mentioned,  they  being 
as  broad  and  varied  as  are  the  interests,  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  government  and  people,  not  overlooking  any  of  them,  of 
whatever  kind  or  description. 

Is  it  denied  that  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beverage 
is  a  physical,  mental,  moral  and  political  evil  of  the  gravest 
and  most  alarming  character  ?  and  that,  therefore,  the  manufac¬ 
ture  and  sale  of  it  for  such  purpose  is  a  great  shame  and 
crime  ?  If  so,  look  at  the  sickly,  trembling  and  impaired  body  ; 
the  weakened,  forgetful  and  tottering  intellect ;  the  blunted, 
perversed  and  seared  moral  senses  :  the  vagrants  on  the  streets  ; 
the  paupers  in  the  alms-houses  ;  the  criminals  in  the  prisons  ; 
the  destitute  wives  and  children  everywhere  found  ;  the  families 
broken  up  ;  the  taxes  largely  increased ;  the  innumerable  green 
graves  untimely  made,  and  the  vile  lives  and  influence  of  the 
men  who  manufacture  and  sell  the  poisonous  and  accursed 
stuff  !  I  say,  look  at  these — its  natural  fruits — and  then  tell  me 
whether  such  use  of  such  liquors  is  not  an  evil  of  the  direst 
character  and  proportions  in  all  the  respects  named.  Aye  ;  and 
tell  me,  too,  whether  they  who  manufacture  and  sell  it  for  such 
a  purpose  are  not  the  worst,  and  most  to  be  dreaded,  of  all 
classes  of  evil  doers  ?  Talk  of  licensing  such  an  evil ! — one  so 
full  of  wide-spread  ruin,  demanding  its  thousands  upon  thou¬ 
sands  of  human  beings  as  a  sacrifice  to  its  angry  and  insatiable 
god  every  year  !  Far  better  talk  of  licensing  the  pestilence  or 
mad-dogs  to  destroy  men,  and  make  the  world  stand  aghast ; 
for  their  harm  would  be  as  nothing  in  the  comparison. 

legalize  and  make  respectable  such  a  traffic  ;  bring  it  up 
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from  its  cellars,  and  out  from  its  back  rooms,  and  from  behind 
its  screens,  into  the  broad  light  of  da)';  giving  it  a  “  front 
seat”  among  the  business  interests  of  community;  clothing  it 
in  the  protecting  and  justifying  habiliaments  of  law  for  its  Sa¬ 
tanic  work  of  destruction,  crime,  disease  and  death,  and  making 
every  person  a  party  to,  and  responsible  for  it, — would  be  a 
monstrous  and  astounding  offence  against  God  and  man  :  fit 
only,  as  it'  seems  to  me,  for  the  sanction  of  demons.  A  man 
holding  this  license  doctrine  is,  therefore,  as  unfit  to  be  trusted 
with  a  seat  in  legislative  halls,  as  a  maniac  with  a  torch  in  a 
powder-house.  All  candidates  for  such  seats  should  be  de¬ 
feated,  and  the  walls  of  temperance  thereby  built  up  and 
strengthened. 

Is  the  prohibition  law  pointed  at,  and  we  told  that  prohi¬ 
bition,  as  demonstrated  by  twenty  years’  experience,  is  a 
failure,  and  that,  therefore,  license  is  the  only  remedy  ?  If  so, 
we  answer  that  license,  in  its  very  nature,  is  itself  the  worst 
kind  of  a  failure,  and  in  no  condition  to  thus  taunt  us.  It  has 
been  tried  hundreds  of  years,  and  everywhere  most  signally 
and  shamefully  failed  of  decreasing,  but  everywhere  augmented 
the  evils  of  that  traffic.  In  truth,  license  is  at  best  but  making 
the  road  to  drunkenness  and  all  its  concomitant  iniquities,  easy 
and  respectable.  With  such  high  governmental  authority  be¬ 
fore  them,  men  might  well  say.  “  The  liquor  traffic,  as  a  bever¬ 
age,  is  right ;  let  us  manufacture,  sell  and  drink,  and  be 
merry.”  A  plain  statement  of  the  license  case  is  “  a  hair  ”  suf¬ 
ficient  to  cure  its  “  bite.” 

And  we  further  answer  :  that  our  prohibition  law,  for  practi¬ 
cal  purposes,  is  but  little,  if  any  better,  than  a  burlesque. 
Among  the  first  enacted,  this  is  not  strange.  To  call  it  a  good 
law  when,  as  our  Courts  expound  it,  it  takes  stronger  evidence 
to  convict  the  accused  of  selling  a  glass  of  liquor  than  of  mur¬ 
der,  or  any  other  offense,  hardly  rises  to  the  importance  of 
nonsense.  The  law  being  amended  so  a  culprit  could  be  con- 
"victed,  not  only  of  selling,  but  of  having  such  liquors  with 
intent  to  sell  them,  on  evidence  as  strong,  but  no  stronger  than 
would  be  necessary  to  convict  one  of  uttering,  or  having  in  pos¬ 
session  with  intent  to  utter,  counterfeit  bank  bills,  and  the  traffic 
could  speedily  be  suppressed.  Such  an  amended  law  is  the 
“  one  thing  ”  needed,  and  we  must  have  it.  Public  sentiment, 
greatly  deceived  and  discouraged  because  of  failures  of  prose¬ 
cutions  under  our  present  law,  res  ulting  from  its  inefficiency 
known  to  every  lawyer,  would,  with  a  good  law,  speedily  rise 
up  and  successfully  assert  itself;  but  public  sentiment,  however 
strong,  cannot  in  our  large  towns  and  cities,  relying  upon  our 
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present  law,  suppress,  or  even  do  considerable  toward  sup¬ 
pressing,  the  liquor  traffic. 

Our  school,  highway,  tax,  and  some  other  laws,  have  been 
amended  at  nearly  every  session  of  the  Legislature  to  increase 
their  efficiency,  and  yet  no  one  ever  suggested  repealing  them 
because  they  were  not  what  they  should  have  been  long  ago, 
and  perhaps  are  not  yet.  Why,  then,  repeal  our  prohibitory 
law  for  reasons  that  no  one  would  listen  a  moment  to,  as  ap¬ 
plied  to  other  laws  ?  The  truth  is,  that  there  would  be  no 
clamor  for  repeal,  but  for  the  efforts  of  men  who  wish  to  en¬ 
gage  in  this  traffic,  that  they  may  be  warmed,  fed,  clothed,  and 
roll  in  easy  luxury, — their  business  being  made  lawful  and  re¬ 
spectable  on  their  part,  no  one  being  at  liberty  to  pursue  them 
with  penalties  or  imprisonment,  though  each  slays  a  thousand, 
makes  ten  thousand  bosoms  throb  with  anguish,  turns  out  crim¬ 
inals  and  paupers  by  the  hundred,  and  adds  an  enormous 
increase  to  the  taxes  of  the  people, — and  this,  too,  be  morally 
ana  legally  right  on  their  side,  and  nobody’s  business,  and, 
least  of  all,  of  their  victims  and  those  who  pay  the  taxes. 

The  old  lady  who  called  her  neighbors  in  to  see  her  husband 
die,  and  was  found  choking  him  when  they  entered,  and  in  an¬ 
swer  as  to  why  she  did  so,  said  she  was  “  helping  him  die,” 
seems  to  have  lent  her  wits  or  philosophy  to  these  liquor  clam- 
orers  for  license.  Our  prohibition  law,  sickly  and  weak,  which 
they  have  been  choking  from  its  infancy  to  this  hour,  they  ask, 
not  that  legislative  doctors  and  nurses  shall  prescribe  for  and 
cure  it,  but  that  all  shall  become  faithless,  as  they  all  the  time 
have  been,  and  rush  in  to  see  it  die,  they  being  allowed  now  to 
choke  it  to  death,  and  then  with  impunity  be  allowed  to  hoist 
the  “  waste  gate  ”  of  rum,  and  drown  all  remaining  moral  and 
noble  attributes  of  society.  From  them ,  such  reasoning  and 
such  propositions  come  with  an  ill  grace,  and  is  only  worthy  of 
the  savage  brute  mentioned  in  the  fable  of  the  Wolf  and  the 
Lamb.  The  good  people  of  our  fair  Peninsula  cannot  in  this 
matter  afford  to  be  deceived.  Let  them  stand  by  the  right,  and 
“  give  a  plenty  ”  to  mischievous  and  evil  men,  of  what  those 
men  don’t  want.  • 

That  our  prohibition  law  has  done,  is  doing,  and  if  not  re¬ 
pealed  will  continue  to  do  much  good,  there  is  no  doubt.  By 
it  the  liquor  traffic  is  outlawed  and  made  disgraceful,  as  it 
should  be.  All  persons  engaged  in  it  are  without  legal  protec¬ 
tion,  feel  mean,  and  are  mean.  These  considerations  alone 
prevent  many  from  engaging  in  it  who  otherwise  would  do  so, 
and  thus  increase  its  volume  and  ruinous  consequences  ;  w'hile 
to  license  and  elevate  it,  would  not  drive  one  out  of  the  busi- 
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ness  of  those  now  in  it.  Beside,  in  rural  districts  and  small 
towns  they  all,  or  nearly  all,  would  have  one  or  more  dram¬ 
shops  under  the  license  system,  whereas  they  now  very  gener¬ 
ally  have  none.  As  poor  as  our  prohibition  law  is.  and  as  much 
as  it  might  be  improved — not  by  increasing  its  penalties,  but  by 
making  convictions  under  it  as  easy  as  under  other  criminal 
laws — it  is  nevertheless  vastly  preferable  to  any  license  law, 
and  therefore  should  be  retained,  and  its  efficiency  reasonably 
increased.  Surely,  it  is  enough  to  have  fathers,  husbands, 
brothel's,  sons,  and  neighbors  destroyed  ;  our  poor-houses  and 
jails  filled,  the  public  expenses  increased,  and  the  morals  and 
interests  of  the  community  undermined  by  the  effects,  and  as 
the  legitimate  fruit  of  this  traffic,  without  being  made  in  anywise 
a  party  to  it,  or  know  that  we  live  under  a  law,  which  with  its 
great  mantle  hides,  or  with  its  teachings  justifies,  such  Heaven¬ 
daring  wrongs.  And,  therefore,  the  impudent  and  abominable 
proposition  to  legalize  it  by  the  license  system  is  but  adding 
basest  insult  to  deepest  injury,  and  might  well  start  fiends  to 
their  feet  crying,  “Hold  !  that’s  too  much.”  Yes,  you  men  who 
feast  and  fatten  upon  the  traffic  of  its  poisonous  garglings,  we 
will  accept  the  issue  which  you  have  made  and  forced  upon  us 
of,  “License  against  Prohibition,”  and  “will  fight  it  out  on  that 
line,”  and,  if  need  be,  raise  up  an  army  to  take  up  the  battle 
where  death  asks  us  to  lay  it  down.  And  until  man,  by  the  use 
of  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beverage,  is  completely  changed, 
and  all  his  noble  elements  are  burnt  out  of  him,  and  the  Bible 
and  all  else  that  points  him  to  his  duties  and  up  to  God,  are 
destroyed,  and  he  has  entered  upon  a  purely  wicked  career, 
having  become  the  loathsome,  evil  disposed  creature  you  would 
make  him  by  your  ruinous  business,  we  will  make  that  battle 
lively  and  warm  for  you.  Indeed,  it  shall  be,  if  necessary,  as  ir¬ 
repressible  as  the  truths  of  God  Himself. 

All  statistics  show  that  license,  as  compared  with  prohibition, 
is  a  hollow  cheat  and  fraud,  there  being  much  more  liquor 
drank  under  the  former  than  the  latter  system.  Liquor  dealers 
well  know  this,  and  hence  their  efforts  for  license.  Would  they 
ask  that  which  would  curtail  or  injure  their  business  ?  No;  they 
have  acquired  no  such  distinction.  \\rere  they  animated  by 
honest  desires  to  lessen  the  traffic,  save  their  victims,  and  build 
up  society,  they  would  at  once  go  out  of  this  business,  and  en¬ 
gage  in  employments  having  in  view  such  worthy  ends.  Not 
doing  this  clearly  shows  what  they  believe  and  mean,  that  under 
the  license  system  they  can  open  wider  the  liquor  flood-gates, 
do  a  vastly  increased  business,  reap  a  much  richer  harvest  of 
profit,  rain  ruin  black,  fast  and  thick  on  the  community,  and 
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snap  their  fingers  in  fiendish  glee  at  all  they  injure  or  destroy, 
or  who  question  their  ruinous  occupation. 

In  Ionia  within  the  last  few  months,  and  since  our  “City 
Fathers”  licensed  the  groggeries, exacting  from  each  $200  there¬ 
for,  the  number  of  them  has  actually  increased,  and  liquor  is 
drank  in  larger  quantities  than  ever  before.  In  a  word,  in  all 
Cities  and  States,  as  already  remarked,  their  experience  under 
license  and  prohibition  is  the  same.  True,  such  licenses  in 
Michigan  are  destitute  of  legal  authority,  but  practically  they 
are  often  as  good  as  though  they  had  such  authority ;  for  when 
“City  Fathers”  grant  such  licenses,  they  throw  the  swords  of 
their  official  and  private  characters  into  the  scales  with  them, 
thus  bidding  defiance  to  Prohibition  and  those  who  believe  in  it. 
With  a  prohibition  law  no  better  than  ours,  it  were  little  better 
than  idle  to  fight  the  liquor  traffic  at  such  odds.  Let  us  “peck 
flint,”  let  us  amend  our  law,  “and  try  again.”  Surely,  as  stated 
in  our  platform,  “the  need  of  the  hour  is  the  amendment  and 
enforcement  of  good  laws.” 

Men  who,  by  their  talk  or  example,  say  that  there  is  no  crime, 
wrong  or  danger  in  manufacturing,  selling  or  drinking  such 
liquors,  and  that  its  traffic  for  such  purposes  is  fit  to  be  licensed 
by  government,  incur  a  most  terrible  responsibility,  for  which 
their  own  or  some  other  parent’s  boy,  sitting  in  his  helpless  and 
hopeless  ruin,  may  yet  justly  and  fearfully  chide  them.  And 
the  distracted  mother,  disconsolate  sister,  grief-stricken  daugh¬ 
ter,  or  perchance  young  wife,  with  heart  crushed  and  hopes 
blasted,  what  shall  she  say  to  such  men  because  of  the  ruin  of 
that  boy  so  induced  by  them  ?  Aye,  and  what  will  those  men 
answer  when  they  see  and  hear  that  folly  and  crime  of  theirs 
rising  and  crying  even  unto  Heaven  for  vengeance?  Well  may 
we  say  that  the  wise  man  forseeth  the  evil  and  hideth  himself 
therefrom,  but  the  foolish  pass  on  and  are  punished. 

With  credit,  however,  to  most  men  who  drink,  be  it  said  that 
they  anxiously  hope  their  boys  will  never  follow  their  evil  ex¬ 
amples,  and  heartily  wish  they  had  never  touched  the  poison¬ 
ous  stuff,  and  would,  if  they  could,  in  their  best  moments,  wipe 
it  from  the  face  of  the  earth.  Oh  !  how  do  these  heart-aching 
regrets  and  yearnings  of  theirs  deeply  stir  us  in  sympathy,  dnd 
we  fervently  pray,  “God  help  them.” 

But  is  it  objected  that  to  vote  our  ticket,  however  good  the 
principles  of  our  party  may  be,  is  simply  to  throw  away  one’s 
vote  ?  So,  too,  were  the  Abolitionists  told,  within  the  recollec¬ 
tion  of  many  of  us.  But  they,  notwithstanding,  preserved  their 
separate  organization,  and  inscribed  their  motto  on  their 
banner,  and  bearing  it  aloft,  themselves  constituted  the  “  ad- 
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vanced  guard  ”  of  the  noble  army,  in  their  day,  fighting  the  bat¬ 
tles  of  civilization,  not  allowing  their  exalted  principles  to  die,, 
be  forgotten,  or  accept  a  secondary  place,  and  making  and  vot¬ 
ing  their  ticket  at  every  election,  until  finally  the  “Star  of  Liber¬ 
ty,”  which  they  had  followed  as  a  cloud  by  day  and  pillar  of  fire 
by  night,  through  deserts,  darkness  and  tribulations,  stood  over 
the  South  and  told  that  four  millions  were  born  !  What  a  grand 
result  was  this,  of  great,  unfaltering  faith  in  the  ultimate  tri¬ 
umph  of  the  right;  and  what  now  of  the  carpers  who  besought 
them  not  to  throw  away  their  votes,  but  to  “stick  to  the  party.”' 
Emulating  their  high  example,  we  will  preserve  our  separate  or¬ 
ganization,  bear  high  our  flag  with  our  motto  inscribed  thereon 
in  letters  of  living  light,  lead  the  advancing  column  of  civiliza¬ 
tion,  beckoning  the  great  body  of  troops  behind  us  onward  and 
upward,  fighting  in  this  warfare,  not  excepting  the  making  and 
voting  of  our  ticket,  until  the  “Star  of  Temperance”  shall  finally 
stand  over  our  National  Capitol  and  tell  that  forty  millions  are 
born  ! 

No  ;  he  never  throws  away  his  vote  who  votes  aright,  but  only? 
he  who  votes  wrong;  and  then  he  does  worse  than  to  throw  away 
his  vote.  Far  better  would  it  have  been  had  the  Democrats 
the  last  twenty  years,  and  the  Republicans  the  last  eight  years, 
all  been  asleep  than  to  have  voted  as  they  have.  In  fact,  it  re¬ 
quires  little  intelligence  and  reason  to  see  that  it  is  better  not  to 
vote  at  all  than  to  vote  wrong  ;  while  he  who  casts  his  ballot,  fill¬ 
ed  with  the  spirit  of  good  principles  and  purposes,  may  justly 
feel  proud,  and  that  lie  is  a  man.  And  the  writer  of  ethics  is 
yet  to  be  born,  who  can  point  to  the  principle  which  justifies  the 
voting  of  one  of  two  tickets,  as  the  lesser  of  two  evils.  When 
that  is  done,  then,  and  not  until  then,  should  men  be  heard  con¬ 
tending  as  to  whether  the  Democratic  or  Republican  party  is 
least  corrupt  of  the  two,  with  a  view  to  determine  which  of  their 
tickets  to  vote.  It  is  enough  to  know  that  both  of  these  parties 
are  not  worthy  of  support,  or  to  stoop  down  and  unloose  the 
latchets  of  the  honest  voter.  Therefore,  as  a  duty,  let  both 
alone  ;  for  good  government  cannot  come  of  corrupt  parties  or 
corrupt  rulers. 

When  Appius  Claudius  heard  the  murmurings  of  the  Roman 
citizens  against  his  unjust  measures,  lie  cried  out  in  his  perplex¬ 
ity,  “Keep  the  people  back.”  For  a  while  his  commands  were 
effectual,  and  the  swelling  tide  of  indignation  was  temporarily 
stayed  ;  but  his  efforts  to  smother  the  kindling  spirit  of  resistance 
were  vain  and  fruitless,  and  in  a  little  while  the  unworthy  De¬ 
cemvir  was  hurled  from  his  high  position,  so  much  and  so  often 
made  the  seat  of  iniquity,  into  a  loathsome  prison,  meeting  the 
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stern  fate  which  justice  imposed  as  a  fitting  punishment  of  his 
misdeeds. 

Fortunate  indeed  would  it  be  for  the  Democratic  party  could 
it  learn  from  such  historic  lessons,  and  see  something  in  the  in¬ 
telligence,  integrity  and  spirit  of  the  people  to  remind  it  of  the' 
danger  of  the  sudden  subversion  of  fancied  strength  and  securi¬ 
ty,  because  of  wrong  doing,  and  this,  notwithstanding  vast  num¬ 
bers  are  combined  for  the  support  of  all  tolerable  purposes  of 
government. 

When  the  Southern  Slave  power,  in  the  day  of  its  danger  and 
perplexity  cried,  “Keep  the  people  back!”  the  Democratic  par¬ 
ty  listened  to  and  obeyed  the  command  to  the  utmost  of  Us¬ 
ability,  and  most  terribly  has  it  paid  the  just  penalty  of  that  po¬ 
litical  sin.  Not  yet  recovered  from  the  crushing  punishment* 
and  closing  its  eyes  upon  the  teachings  of  this  sad  lesson,  it  has? 
as  though  smitten  by  some  blinding  and  hardening  influence* 
with  a  view  to  its  final  overthrow,  listened  to,  and  heeded  the 
call  of  the  liquor  interest  in  the  houf*  of  its  fear  and  trouble, 
“Keep  the  people  back!”  and  has  rushed  to  its  rescue,  declar¬ 
ing  that  its  business,  filled  though  it  be  with  nothing  but  evil, 
shall  be  licensed,  made  respectable,  and  placed  by  the  side  of  the 
honest  industries  of  the  people,  and  this  but  to  result  in  time  in 
thrusting  that  party  back  deeper  and  more  hopelessly  into  the 
pit  of  defeat  and  disgrace  than  ever  before.  This  fate  is  as 
sure  to  befall  that  party,  as  the  logical  consequence  of  this  step, 
as  truth  and  right,  under  God’s  guidance,  are  to  predominate  in 
the  day  of  His  own  good  pleasure.  Let  the  Republican  party 
follow  its  lead,  if  it  will,  as  did  the  Whig  party  in  its  criminal 
competition  with  it  for  the  pro-slavery  vote,  and  be  as  hopeless¬ 
ly  crushed  out,  as  was  the  Whig  party,  by  a  like  fate,  also. 

O  !  how  true  it  is,  that  as  the  husbandman  grinds  up  the  rich, 
luscious  fruits  of  autumn  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  their 
life-giving  principle  for  honest  uses,  so  does  Deity,  in  the  mys¬ 
terious  wisdom  of  his  ways,  grind  up,  as  it  were,  Nations,  for 
the  purpose  of  compelling  them  to  precipitate  whatever  is  wrong 
and  offensive  in  His  sight,  cleaving  only  to  that  which  is  good. 
Yes,  Deity  does  now,  as  in  olden  time,  rule  in  the  Kindgdoms 
of  the  Earth,  and  giveth  them  to  whomsoever  he  will.  Wise, 
therefore,  are  they,  whether  they  be  peoples,  parties,  rulers  or 
individuals,  who  early  learn  and  follow  the  teachings  of  this 
stern,  solemn  lesson. 

After  all,  I  have  little  hope  of  a  complete  victory  of  the  cen¬ 
tral  and  best  ideas  of  our  platform,  until  the  right  of  suffrage  is. 
extended  to  woman.  And  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that 
here ,  at  least,  Democrats,  Republicans,  National  Reformers  andi 
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Prohibitionists,  can,  if  they  will,  meet  upon  this  principle  as  com¬ 
mon  ground  to  them  all ,  none  of  them  violating  any  principle  of 
their  party  by  doing  so,  but  each  being  left  free,  except  the  Pro¬ 
hibitionists,  to  favor  or  oppose  such  suffrage,  as  he  shall  think 
fit,  our  party,  however,  being  committed  to  it  by  its  platform,. 

Woman  is  blessed  or  cursed  by  government  as  much  as  man. 
Her  interest  in  public  affairs  is  the  same  as  man’s.  When, 
where  and  how,  except  by  brute  force,  does  the  sister,  as  to  civil 
government,  pass  under  the  control  of  her  brother,  or  he  ac¬ 
quire  such  control  over  his  mother,  or  the  wife  or  daughter  of 
•his  neighbor  ?  Created  by  the  same  Deity,  having  a  like  nature, 
being  a  member  of  the  same  society,  living  under  the  same  gov¬ 
ernment,  and  hastening  to  the  same  bourn,  how,  when  and 
Wherein  are  her  inalienable  rights  abridged,  lessened  or  modi¬ 
fied,  as  compared  with  those  of  man  ?  Should  woman  be  de¬ 
nied  the  ballot  because  of  her  ignorance  or  physical  weakness, 
or  be  compelled  to  accept  the  bullet  with  it,  when  man  receives 
it  without  reference  to  such  considerations  ?*  Why  withhold  this 
right  from  Lucy  because  Jane,  and  perhaps  Ann,  don’t  want  it? 
When  one  of  three  men  wishes  to  vote,  shall  he  refrain  from  do- 
■ing  so  because  one  or  both  of  the  others  do  not  desire  to  ? 
Would  politics  take  her  from  her  business  ?  So  do  they  take 
man  from  his.  Would  she  change  her  opinions  ?  So  does  man 
change  his.  Would  she  govern  badly  ?  So  has,  and  would 
man.f  Was  man  created  by  God  ?  So  was  woman.  Was 
Adam  made  before  Eve?  So  Nancy  may  have  been  born  be¬ 
fore  John.  Was  the  promise  of  dominion  given  to  man  ?  So  as 
much  was  it  given  to  woman,  at  the  same  time  and  in  the  same 
'language.  Does  man  pay  taxes  on  his  property  ?  So  does  wo¬ 
man  on  hers.  Has  woman  all  the  rights  she  wants  l  She  might 
be  more  useful  with  additional  ones,  the  ballot  being  one  of 
them.  Does  the  noble  man  seek  to  possess  and  exercise  every 
right  he  can  for  good,  refusing  to  live  in  a  shell  ?  So  does  the 
noble  woman.  Would  woman  vote  as  her  husband  did?  If 


*  In  this  State,  but  few,  if  any,  more  than  one-half  of  the  voters,  are  liable,  under 
our  Statutes, to  do  military  duty.  Among  the  classes  of  persons  wholly  exempted  from 
such  duty, are  ministers  of  the  gospel.judges  of  our  courts,  the  members  and  officers  of 
the  Legislature,  officers  and  guards  of  the  State  Prison,  State  and  County  officers  (ex¬ 
cept  notaries  public,)  teachers  engaged  in  public  institutions  and  public  schools,  and 
ail  persons  over  forty-five  years  of  age.  And  they  are  myriads  who  escape  liability  to 
such  duty  on  the  ground  of  some  physical  inability  or  defect.  None  of  these  classes 
of  persons  can  argue,  with  any  claim  to  consistency,  that  woman  should  not  receive 
the  ballot,  because  of  her  inability  or  unfitness  to  receive  the  bullet  with  it.  Decency, 
at  least,  would  close  their  mouths  as  to  such  use  of  that  argument  or  objection. 


t  From  the  earliest  ages  to  the  present  time,  the  long,  rough  and  weary  road, 
over  which  the  human  family  has  travelled,  has  all  the  way  been  marked  by  blood,  and 
the  air  loaded  with  sighs  and  groans,  as  a  legitmate  incident  of  man’s  cruel  govern¬ 
ment.  Woman,  had  she  possessed  no  more  ability  or  inventiveness  than  some  oppon¬ 
ents  of  woman  suffrage  ascribe  to  her,  could  not  have  governed  worse. 
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she  believed  him  right.  Would  it  breed  a  difficulty  if  she  did 
not  so  vote  ?  Notunless  the  husband  belonged  to  “the  small 
fry”  of  men.  Has  woman  enough  to  do  ?  So  has  man,  when 
he  attends  to  his  business  ?  Would  woman  care  less  for  her 
household  ?  So  as  much  would  man.  Would  politics  corrupt 
her  ?  So  do  they  corrupt  man,  but  necessarily  corrupt  no  one  ; 
corruption  ever  being  the  fruit  of  choice.  A  divine  asked. 
“Who  shall  purify  woman  when  she  has  purified  politics  ?”  AVe 
ask,  who  shall  purify  that  divine  when  he  has  purified  his  con¬ 
gregation  ?  Do  reformers  need  some  one  to  purify  them  ?  The 
idea  is  nonsense.  Then  why  apply  conditions  to  woman  that 
are  not  applied  to  man  ?  Certainly,  it  is  inconsistent,  unequal 
and  wrong,  doing  those  women  who  desire  the  ballot  gross  and 
unwarrantable  injustice.  Nor  should  women,  not  desiring  this 
right,  aid  in  withholding  it  from  those  who  do.  Even  though 
the  right  be  extended  to  women,  yet  no  one  of  them  need  ex¬ 
ercise  it  who  does  not  wish  to. 

That  women  will  vote,  when  and  where  they  have  a  right  to, 
nearly  or  quite  as  generally  as  the  men,  is  now,  both  in  Europe 
and  America,  a  demonstrated  fact, no  longer  open  to  discussion. 
And  while  it  might  open  the  door  for  on'e  depraved  woman  to 
vote,  it  would  open  the  door  for  twenty-five  pure  ones  to  vote 
also.  Not  much  would  such  a  class  of  voters,  added  to  our 
present  voting  population,  increase  the  corrupt  character  of  our 
ballot-boxes,  but  rather  greatly  increase  the  relative  element  of 
purity  which  would  be  found  in  them.  In  a  word,  as  women 
are  the  “better  half”  of  humanity,  so  would  their  votes  be  the 
better  half  of  those  cast  at  the  elections.  Where,  then,  is  the- 
justice  or  wisdom  in  shutting  them  out?  How  clear  it  is,  there¬ 
fore,  that  the  policy  that  excludes  them,  does  but  invite  dangers 
to  the  public,  and  that  the  statesmanship  which  favors  it  is  weak 
indeed,  and  should  be  summarily  dismissed. 

Again,  it  would  elevate  and  ennoble  woman,  enlarging  her 
ideas  and  sphere  of  usefulness,  and  make  her  a  more  fit  com¬ 
panion  for  man,  and  useful  member  of  society  and  the  public. 
To  shut  her  up  in  the  house,  confining  her  attention  to  the  dish- 
pan,  wash-tub,  bread-bowl,  frying-pan,  potato-kettle,  broom, 
mop,  dress,  personal  adornment  and  small  talk,  telling  her  that 
that  is  her  sphere,  and  those  are  her  subjects,  denying  her  all 
themes  for  lofty  thought  and  employment,  and  then  further  tell¬ 
ing  her,  when  thus  and  there  reared,  “She  don’t  know  enough 
to  vote,  and  must  not  have  that  right,”  is  ungenerous,  unkind* 
and  even  ignoble  in  him  who  so  believes  and  says.  That  many 
of  the  women  thus  educated  and  treated,  from  "their  childhood 
up,  as  were  their  mothers,  grandmothers,  great-grandmothers 


and  so  back  to  Eve  before  them,  is  not  strange ;  for  we  have 
read  of  those  born,  reared  and  innured  to  Slavery,  under  such 
benighted  ignorance  .and  crushing  bondage  that  they  neither 
knew  their  rights,  nor  cared  for  their  liberty.  Indeed,  it  is  diffi¬ 
cult  for  one  to  know  the  value  of  a  right  or  immunity,  which  he 
has  never  studied  and  understood,  or  wielded  to  advantage. 
And  the  fact  that  many  women  do  not  desire  so  necessary,  val¬ 
uable  and  natural  a  right,  arising  from  the  cause  which  that  in¬ 
difference  does,  is  one  of  the  strongest  arguments  advanceable 
in  favor  of  extending  it  to  them.  Where  battles  are  to  be 
fought,  it  is  the  unarmed  who  need  the  sword. 

Yes,  to  best  develop  woman’s  intellect,  making  her  a  bright 
and  noble  ornament  of  the  household  and  public,  and  the  most 
useful  and  agreeable  companion  of  man, — his  best  and  most  re- 
iable  staff, — her  thoughts  should  be  let  out  of  the  kitchen  into 
ithe  broad,  beautiful  world,  and  also  be  occupied  with  the  larger 
and  nobler  concerns  of  government,  as  well  as  with  her  legiti¬ 
mate  duties  within  doors.  The  Chinese  foot,  kept  in  its  little 
shoe,  is  not  at  fault  because  it  is  small,  weak  and  of  little  ser¬ 
vice.  The  lesson  of.  this  applied  to  woman,  tells  it  all.  The 
sphere  and  rights  of  woman  have  been  largely  increased  in 
Christendom  in  the  last  fifty  years,  and  nowhere  has  any  for¬ 
ward  step  been  retraced,  or  its  wisdom,  after  fair  trial,  been 
there  considerably  questioned.  In  every  instance,  as  demon¬ 
strated  by  her  increased  intelligence  and  usefulness,  it  has  work¬ 
ed  well  and  proven  wise.  And,  as  a  rule,  it  is  in  those  counties 
where  woman  has  the  least  rights  and  is  the  least  trusted  and 
respected,  her  sphere  being  narrowest,  that  her  condition  is  the 
most  deplorable,  morals  easiest,  and  she  the  least  desirable  as 
a  wife  and  mother.  And  all  this  is  so  because  man’s  treatment 
of  her  invited  her  to  no  higher  and  better  condition.  Indeed, 
she  has  always  been  moulded  into  the  creature  man  would  have 
her  to  be,— becoming  a  vessel  of  honor  or  dishonor,  as  he  pleas¬ 
ed.  It  is  time  this  ceased,  and  that  she  beallowed  equal  oppor¬ 
tunities  with  man,  to  develop  into  a  human  being  of  the  greatest 
possible  usefulness  to  the  public  and  government,  as  well  as  of 
the  kitchen  and  society,  that  she  is  susceptible  of.  Ihere  can 
be  no  grand  results  where  there  are  no  grand  opportunities. 
Then,  O  !  man,  be  a  man,  and  not  insist  on  running  life’s  race 
with  woman  under  rules  which  give  you  a  rod  the  start,  and 
will  not  allow  her  to  pass  you,  and  then  beating  her  thus,  pock¬ 
et  the  “stakes,”  and  laugh  at  her  because  she  was  not  the  win¬ 
ner.'  Man  should  be  above  and  scorn  all  such  dishonorable  ad¬ 
vantages  over  woman  ;  for  wisely  and  kindly  has  she  used,  and 
richly  paid  for,  every  right  acknowledged  to  her.  Give  her  her 


'remaining  rights  and  results  shall  follow  them,  adorning  human¬ 
ity, as  beautifully  and  grandly  as  are  the  mountains  by  the  sun-lit 
clouds  which  float  around  them. 

What  right,  then,  well  may  we  ask,  has  woman  anywhere  re¬ 
ceived,  the  wide  world  over,  that  she  will  now  consent  to  give 
up,  or  that  any  political  party  dare  say  shall  be  taken  from  her? 
Notone;  no ,  not  one. 

In  England  women  vote  on  the  same  terms  as  men  in  aU 
town,  parochial  and  municipal  elections,  and  Goldwin  Smith, 
in  his  great  argument  in  opposition  to  its  extension  to  National 
concerns,  did  not  complain  or  pretend  it  had  there  at  all  work¬ 
ed  badly.  In  Holland,  they  vote  on  the  same  property  qualifi¬ 
cations  as  the  men,  and  no  complaints  come  over  the  Ocean  as 
a  consequence  of  it.  In  this  State  they  can  vote  at  our  School - 
meetings  the  same  as  the  men,  and  in  several  other  States  they 
are  eligible,  and  often  elected  to,  some  important,  as  well  as 
minor,  offices.  In  the  Territory  of  Wyoming,  they  are  voters 
and  eligible  to  office  the  same  as  men,  and  so  well  has  it  work¬ 
ed  there,  that  no  political  party,  in  that  Territory,  dare,  or  de¬ 
sires,  to  arrayr  itself  against  it.  The  Governor  and  Judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  of  that  Territory,  say,  in  substance,  that  the 
women  vote  just  about  as  generally  as  the  men,  are  never  insulted 
at  the  polls,  do  not  remain  at  the  polls  only  long  enough  to  vote, 
drunken  men  keep  out  of  their  sight  on  election  day,  no  family 
difficulties  grow  out  of  their  voting,  parties  are  more  careful  to 
make  good  nominations,  laws  against  vices  can  be  more 
easily  enforced  with  women  serving  as  jurors,  men  where  wo¬ 
men  appear  dress  cleaner  and  behave  with  the  greatest  proprie¬ 
ty,  & c.,  &c.;  and  the  President  of  our  State  University,  in  his 
late  report,  says,  that  the  number  of  women  in  its  attendance 
this  year,  is  ninety-four,  that  in  Great  Britain  and  America  thee 
bear  off  their  full  share  of  honors  of  high  and  strenuous  intellec¬ 
tual  work,  that  the  ground  once  maintained  that  women  have  not 
the  intellectual  gifts  required  to  master  the  severe  studies  of  a 
collegiate  course  seems  to  be  generally  abandoned,  that  it  would 
be  difficult  to  hold  that  ground  in  the  face  of  the  brilliant  suc¬ 
cesses  of  women  in  our  own  classes  both  in  the  literary  depart¬ 
ment  and  professional  schools,  and  that  our  experience  does  not 
justify  the  fear  that  the  work  of  our  University  in  either  depart¬ 
ment  cannot  be  done  by  the  young  women  without  detriment  to 
their  health,  thus  refuting,  by  practical  demonstration, — the  best 
of  all  logic, — at  least  so  many  arguments  advanced  in  opposi¬ 
tion  to  extending  the  right  of  voting  and  of  education  to  them  in 
their  fullest  acceptation.  There  are  those,  however,  who  can 
argue  against  those  rights,  just  as  well  in  the  face,  as  in  the  ab- 


24 

sence,  of  these  facts, — thus  proving  that  Goldsmith’s  Deserted 
Village  School-master  did  not  die  without  heirs  of  intellect,  as 
well  as  of  property  also. 

But  if  the  right  to  vote  is,  as  we  claim,  a  natural,  inalienable 
one,  pertaining  to  woman,  as  well  as  man,  the  latter  has  no 
more  right  to  withhold  it,  on  the  ground  of  his  fear  that  she 
might  not  wisely  use  it,  than  he  has  to  withhold  money,  or  other 
property,  belonging  to  her,  for  the  same  reason.  The  ballot  is 
hers;  let  her  have  it,  and  answer  unto  God  as  to  whether  she  im¬ 
proves  or  buries  the  talent.  Man  cannot  answer  for  her.  He 
would  not,  if  he  could.  Then,  let  him  “stand  out  of  the  Sun¬ 
light”  of  her  rights  and  duties. 

Could  I  leave  my  wife  and  daughter,  should  they  survive  me, 
no  other  heritage,  I  would,  if  I  could,  leave  them  the  ballot, — 
leave  them  a  voice  in  government, — so  they  might  aid  in  chas¬ 
ing  away  thieves,  and  unworthy  officials,  and  thereby  secure  to 
the  public  and  themselves  honest  and  just  rule.  And  you, sons  of 
toil, — you  who  earn  your  bread  in  the  sweat  of  your  face, — leave 
this  right,  as  a  rich  legacy  for  the  widow  and  daughters,  if  they 
outlive  you,  if  you  can  do  no  more. 

For  two  long,  bloody,  terrible  years,  which  cruelly  tried  men’s 
souls,  did  our  government  wrestle  with  the  Southern  rebellion, 
trying  to  save  the  Union,  and  to  save  slavery  also.  But  slavery 
was  a  sin  of  our  people,  which  had  long  cried  to  Heaven  against 
us,  and  providence  plainly  said  to  us,  “you  shall  not  succeed  ex¬ 
cept  as  you  repent  and  put  away  the  sin  of  Slavery.”  Yielding 
to  this  high  command,  the  mighty  current  of  war  soon  ran  in  our 
favor,  the  oppressed  went  free,  the  Union  was  saved,  and  the 
old  flag,  with  no  stripe  gone  or  star  lost,  again  floated  over  a  re¬ 
united  people. 

Much  so,  do  I  believe,  it  will  be  in  relation  to  our  war  against 
that  monster,  Intemperance.  Long,  anxiously  and  prayerfully 
have  we  carried  on  the  terrible  contest,  all  the  time  thus  far  de¬ 
nying  to  women  their  full  armor  and  place  in  the  battle, — their 
full  share  in  business  ar.d  government,  allowing  her  only  those, 
in  mere  domestic  concerns.  As  much  injured  by  this  evil  as 
men,  being  purer  and  better  than  men,  making  more  valiant  and 
reliable  soldiers  as  they  would,  than  men,  in  this  and  all  like 
warfares,  and  having  no  interest  but  for  the  right,  a  great  and 
inexcusable  wrong  is  thus  done  them,  that  now  cries  to  Heav¬ 
en  for  redress.  And  God  seems  to  answer  back  to  the  men, 
“Except  as  ye  repent  and  lift  this  yoke  from  your  women,  giving 
them  their  full  rights  and  place,  as  I  have  given  them  unto  you, 
this  Monster  may  scourge  you  even  unto  the  end  of  the  World.” 
Then  how'  do  we  cry  unto  the  sentinel  on  the  tower,  “Oh  ! 


watchman,  what  of  this  dark  night?  what  of  this  terrible  con¬ 
test  ?  dost  thou  see  any  signs  of  promise,  or  of  hope  ?  any  light 
breaking?”  And  how  does  the  glad  answer  come  back,  “Yes, 
I  see  men  repenting  and  preparing  to  do  complete  justice  by 
women,  giving  them  their  full  rights  and  place  by  their  side;  and 
I  see  through  and  beyond  this  strife,  a  bright  land,  where  men 
and  women,  before  government,  are  all  equal ,  and  happy  and 
prosperous,  with  no  rum-shop  or  rum-seller  to  molest  or  make 
afraid.”  Then  how  do  our  hearts  take  courage,  and  we  renew 
the  battle  for  woman  suffrage,  watching  in  strongest  faith  for  the 
victory  which  God,  in  a  little  while,  will  give  us. 

Were  our  election  to-morrow,  and  the  women  all  voters,  what 
man,  anxious  for  office,  would  dare  strike  hands  with  whiskey 
or  whiskeyism  ?  If  the  men,  from  want  of  principle,  courage  or 
mercenary  motives,  did  not  defeat  that  candidate,  should  one 
such  be  found,  the  women,  God  bless  them,  would. 

And  thus  it  would  be  in  relation  to  all  evils.  The  women 
would  give  them  no  resting  place  in  their  vicinage,  but  pursue 
them  as  men  pursue  mad  dogs,  until  they  are  captured,  killed 
and  buried  out  of  sight  forever. 

Without  the  ballot,  woman  is,  for  all  practical  purposes  of 
public  policy  of  whatever  kind^  dwarfed  into  the  merest  and 
most  useless  pigmy.*  Office-seekers  do  not  inquire  after  her 
Public  plunderers  do  not  care  for  her.  Men  struggling  for  good 
government  cannot  be  helped  by  her.  But  like  the  drone  in  the 
bee-hive,  she  is  subject  to  the  caprice  and  power  of  the  swarms 
of  men  around  her.  It  is  the  sting  of  the  ballot  that  commands 
respect,  even  reaching  those  so  low  in  the  quagmire  of  vice  as 
to  be  beyond  the  longest  and  lowest  reach  of  all  moral  entreat¬ 
ies.  Until  woman  is  possessed  of  this  power, — one  that  makes 
and  unmakes  rulers,  and  governments  as  well, — in  fact,  that 
rears,  adorns  and  perpetuates  the  great  Temple  of  Liberty,  or 
defiles,  mars  and  destroys  it, — she  will,  in  her  virtues,  tread  her 
kitchen  round,  wasting  there  the  outside  good,  which,  with  the 
ballot,  she  might  do.  The  best  educator  of  the  boy,  so  would 
she  be  his  best  manhood  support,  did  she  go  with  him  to  the 
polls;  for  she  has  a  greater  interest  in  him, — in  father,  husband, 
brother  and  son, — than  any  man  possibly  can  have.  Then  let 

*  An  elderly  lady  in  Ionia,  the  wife  of  one  of  its  prominent  citizens,  said  a  few 
weeks  since,  that  some  thirty-five  years  ago,  she  was  one  ot  the  two  thousand  sewing 
women  of  the  City  of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  those  women  having  their  organization,  there  be¬ 
ing  about  thirty  manufacturers  in  that  City,  upon  whom  they  were  mainly  dependent 
for  employment;  and  that  when  the  committee  of  those  women,  waited  upon  the  Gov¬ 
ernor  of  that  State,  with  a  petition,  asking  tor  the  advising  of  measures  of  relief,  the 
committee  soon  found  out  that  the  thirty  gentleman  manufacturers  had  more  influence 
with  the  Governor,  than  the  eniire  twe  thousand  sewing  women,  and  did  not  hesitate 
to  inform  them,  that  an  eleciion  was  most  at  hand,  and  that  to  favor  the  women  as  ask¬ 
ed,  might  affect  the  votes  of  those  men. 
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her  rise  up,  receive  tier  remaining  rights ,  and  perform  her  nobler 
duties  also,  thereby  the  better  leavening  the  great  lump  of  hu¬ 
manity.  Many  a  man  says  he  will  give  you  the  ballot,  if  you 
desire  it.  Then  ask,  and  receive  it. 

Surely,  good  men,  and  rightly  viewed,  by  a  much  greater  rea¬ 
son,  bad  men  also,  have  much,  very  much  more  to  hope,  than 
to  fear,  from  woman  suffrage;  and  you,  women,  O  !  how  much 
have  you  to  hope  from  it.  The  wicked  haunts  where  your  fath¬ 
ers,  husbands,  brothers  and  sons  linger  until  the  small  hours  of 
the  night,  and  you,  in  the  meantime,  filled  with  painful  suspense, 
and  perhaps  hungry  and  cold,  with  only  the  lamp  of  love  burn¬ 
ing,  look  out  and  watch  through  the  still,  gloomy  darkness,  to  see 
some  sign  of  their  coming,  and  your  heart  aches  and  bleeds,  and 
bleeds  and  aches,  because  of  your  fears  as  to  how  they  will  come, 
when  they  do  come,  and  you  remember  the  ruin  already  extens¬ 
ively  wrought  in  them,  and  the  impaired  health  and  comfort  of 
yourselves  and  little  onfes  who  lean  upon  them  for  comfort  and 
support,  and  of  whom  the  absent  one  constitutes  a  part  of  life  it 
self, — how,  with  the  ballot,  would  you  scatter  those  haunts  as 
straws  are  scattered  before  the  wind,  thus  snatching?them  from 
destruction,  as  brands  from  the  burning,  and  saving  them, — bet¬ 
ter  thus  than  not  at  all.  For  as  the  ivy,  that  climbs  the  giant 
oak,  relying  upon  it  to  be  upheld,  only  seems,  with  its  little  ten¬ 
drils,  to  cling  the  tighter,  when  the  storm  gathers  and  howls 
around  it,  threatening  to  uproot  it,  so  does  woman  in  the  hour 
of  adversity,  with  her  tendrils  of  love,  cling  the  tighter,  to  the 
dear  one,  whose  prostration,  from  whatever  cause,  is  threatened. 
Surely,  woman  can  be  trusted. 

Had  the  women  “  crusaders,”  who  done  so  much  in  purifying 
and  upbuilding  a  healthy  public  temperance  sentiment,  by  their 
late  efforts  of  entreaties,  songs  and  prayers,  also  been  armed 
with  the  ballot,  their  success  would  everywhere  have  been 
complete,  and  the  voice  of  license  not  be  heard  in  the  land. 
The  history  of  moral  suasion  thus  far,  shows  that  it  can  at  best 
only  check  the  tide,  and  lessen  the  evils  of  intemperance,  and 
nowhere  wholly  arrest  or  avert  them.  The  doctrine  of  license 
is  wholesale  legalized  ruin  and  death,  on  every  side,  sparing  no 
one.  The  first  need  of  the  hour,  therefore,  is  the  ballot  in 
woman’s  hand,  so  that  by  the  enactment  and  enforcement  of 
adequate  laws,  which  her  aid,  so  armed,  would  make  certain, 
every  advance  made,  and  outpost  of  whiskeydom  taken,  can 
forever  be  securely  held.  In  the  outset  of  the  “crusade,”  when 
their  army  seemed  moving  like  the  storm,  whiskey-makers  and 
whiskey-sellers  stood  appalled,  drunkards  trembled,  tipplers 
feared  and  their  sympathizers  were  troubled,  some  of  them 
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seeking  shelter  in  silence,  and  others  in  their  “  holes  in  the 
wall.”  But  they  had  time  for  reflection,  and  they  thought  and 
remembered  that  woman  has  not  the  ballot,  that  she  neither 
enacts,  amends,  repeals,  expounds  or  executes  laws,  all  of  which 
they  had,  did  and  would,  and  they  took  courage,  recovered  from 
their  terror  and  suspense,  and  came  out  from  their  hiding- 
places,  and  laughed  and  hooted  the  “  crusaders”  back  to  their 
kitchens,  and  commenced  anew  the  ruin  of  their  fathers,  hus¬ 
bands,  brothers  and  sons,  with  a  keener  relish  and  stronger 
assurance  of  protection,  peace  and  profit  in  so  doing  than  ever 
before,  hardly  one  of  them  anywhere  having  sufficient  manhood 
to  keep  his  promise  to  go  out  of  the  vile  business.  Many  a 
man,  from  some  unworthy  motive  or  other,  and  under  some 
false  pretext  or  other,  but  really  because  he  was  unsound  with¬ 
in,  meanly  and  sneakingly  aided  in  thus  defeating  the  “crusad¬ 
ers,”  and  fearing  they  might  be  irresistible,  should  they  thus 
break  out  again,  armed  with  the  ballot  in  addition  to  their 
hymns,  exhortations  and  supplications,  has  told  them,  “  It  would 
be  foolish  for  women  to  vote.”  How  true  it  is,  that  what  man 
does  shows  what  is  in  him.  O  !  woman,  had  you  started  with 
the  ballot,  using  its  power  also,  your  noble,  Heaven-inspired 
“  crusade”  would  not  have  ended  thus,  but  instead  been  crown¬ 
ed  with  triumphant  success.  And  some  of  the  army  of  men  who 
thus  achieved  that  victory,  and  think  they  are  profiting  bv  it  in 
the  liquor  traffic,  or  having  a  good  time  in  deep  drinking,  are 
nevertheless  meeting  a  doom  under  it,  no  less  destructive  and 
deadly  than  did  one  in  olden  time,  who,  in  his  blindness  and 
madness,  with  his  hands  placed  upon  the  pillars  of  the  Temple, 
tumbled  it  in  common  ruins.  Yes,  you  men  who  achieved  that 
victory,  some  of  you  shall  each  say,  when  death  and  judgment 
stare  you  in  the  face,  “  It  was  the  sorest  triumph  of  my  life,  and 
only  filled  with  curses  and  ruin.”  Vain  lamentations  for  him 
who  has  lived  by  putting  the  bottle  to  his  neighbors’  mouths, 
and  him  who  has  died  a  drunkard;  for,  as  we  read  in  Holy 
Writ,  the  one  is  accursed  and  the  other  shall  not  inherit  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven. 

And  the  seven-by-nine  divines,  who  now  “play  second  fiddle," 
in  effect ,  to  the  whisky  victors,  in  opposing  woman  suffrage,  by 
thrusting  up  Biblical  constructions  which  stick  in  the  bark  of 
theology,  losing  sight  of  the  substance  of  things,  cannot  discov¬ 
er  their  mistake  too  soon  for  the  credit  of  themselves,  and  the 
good  of  humanity.  It  is,  indeed,  lamentable,  that  such  lillipu- 
tians,  with  Bible  in  hand  and  not  understood,  have  thus  ever 
ran  in  hot  haste  to  oppose  all  great  reforms  in  government  and 
discoveries  in  science,  whether  it  were  the  making  of  the  Earth, 
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or  the  abolition  of  slavery,  and  it  is  time  it  ceased,  such  adven¬ 
turers  striving  to  lead  no  more  in  the  dark. 

Then,  in  the  light  of  such  considerations,  shall  we  not  all 
work  and  pray,  as  best  we  can,  that  God  in  the  plenitude  of  His 
goodness,  will  speed  the  full  broad  day  of  woman  suffrage,  the 
certain  coming  of  which,  at  no  distant  period,  is  heralded  by  its 
gray  dawn  now  seen  upon  the  political  horizon, — the  day  when 
government,  deriving  its  just  powers  from  all,  resting  upon  the 
shoulders  of  all,  being  the  sovereign  will  of  all,  making  obeis¬ 
ance  to  all,  and  blessing  all,  shall  stand  large,  and  strong,  and 
grand  in  the  symmetry  which  man  made;  but  bedecked  in  a  res¬ 
plendent  halo  of  virtue  imparted  to  it  by  the  purity  of  woman’s 
character, — she  who  is  the  sister  of  her  who  was  fitly  chosen, 
even  unto  man’s  exclusion,  as  the  mother  of  Him  who  opened 
the  great  heavenly  door  of  the  world’s  salvation.  Yes,  I  repeat, 
then,  may  God  speed  that  glad  day — the  time  when  man,  seeing 
that  God  entrusted  woman  alone  with  the  mortal  parentage  of 
Christ,  shall,  moved  by  his  increased  light  and  sense  of  justice, 
entrust  her  with  the  ballot  also. 

Such  is  a  panorama  of  the  political  field  in  this  campaign. 

The  Democratic  and  Republican  parties,  with  no  vital  issue 
between  them,  or  either  of  them  animated  by  any  purpose  look¬ 
ing  to  the  improvement  of  the  people,  government  or  further 
advancement  of  civilization,  are  expending  all  their  energies  in 
a  contest  for  the  offices  and  public  plunder.  Their  old  prom¬ 
ises  a  thousand  times  broken,  their  early  records  repeated  until 
they  are  stale,  and  the  men  who  made  them  dead  and  gone  or 
thrust  aside,  these  they  repeat  anew,  ignoring  their  misdeeds, 
and  ask  the  people  to  trust  them  yet  again.  With  characters 
unimproved,  motives  unworthy,  and  the  wedges  of  gold  hid  in 
their  tents,  and  the  one  seeking  to  put  the  bottle  to  all  his 
neighbors’  mouths,  being  “  licensed”  thereunto,  having  long 
used  it  himself,  and  the  other  lacking  the  courage  and  virtue  to 
reprove  him,  but  instead  liking  a  “  little”  himself- — each  of  these 
parties  hopes  for  still  another  victory  over  the  other,  and,  as  in¬ 
dicated,  but  to  continue  its  peculations,  frauds,  debauchery  and 
aggrandizement,  at  the  expense  of  the  honest,  toiling  and  tax-rid¬ 
den  people. 

Our  party — the  National  Prohibition  Party — bearing  aloft  its 
platform  of  beneficent  principles,  all  elevated,  noble  and  grand, 
comes,  on  the  contrary,  like  a  great  and  good  public  benefactor, 
whose  arms  are  full  of  richest  blessings,  impatiently  waiting  to 
strew  them  upon  a  worthy  people.  It  seeks,  in  fact,  to  purify 
and  economise  the  government;  foster  and  protect  the  physical, 
moral,  social,  intellectual  and  political  interests  of  the  people; 
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plunderers  and  thieves;  give  the  country  a  healthy  and  pure 
political  atmosphere;  lift  up  the  drunkard,  wiping  from  his  face 
the  mire  of  the  ditch,  and  saving  him  from  the  errors  of  his 
wa^s;  remove  dram  shops,  thereby  saving  the  youth  of  the  land 
from  their  temptation  and  destruction;  and  also  recognizing 
woman  as  the  equal  of  man — she  being  created  by  the  same 
Allwise  Hand,  having  like  interests  and  responsibilities,  and 
hastening  to  the  same  great  and  eternal  destiny; — and,  in  a 
word,  making  government  and  the  people  the  Reflex  only  of  what 
is  truly  just,  equal,  virtuous,  noble  and  sublime,  and,  like  the 
spire,  pointing  from  Earth  to  Heaven. 

To  be  a  member  of  such  a  party  and  vote  its  tickets,  would 
be  to  lay  up  treasures  which  the  judgment  and  conscience  can 
ever  look  upon  with  the  highest  and  sweetest  satisfaction. 
There  is,  indeed,  a  comfort  paid  as  the  wages  of  good  deeds, 
which  is  the  richest  coin  man  receives.  Thieves  cannot  break 
break  the  box  that  holds  it,  and  steal  it,  even  though  the  owner 
sleeps.  God  has  put  at  least  thus  much  of  our  goods  beyond 
their  wicked  reach. 

To  accomplish  the  task  thus  set  before  us,  may  cost  much  of 
time,  toil,  struggle,  vexation,  sacrifice  and  courage.  But  he  is 
false  to  his  country  and  to  his  race,  who,  because  of  such  con¬ 
siderations,  would  refuse  or  neglect  to  engage,  or  falter,  in  the 
good  and  glorious  work  before  us.  In  truth,  I  believe  that,  with 
so  great  a  field,  beckoning  the  presence  and  efforts  of  all  honest 
and  industrious  laborers,  our  party,  already  preoccupying  it,  if 
it  continue  faithful,  will  at  no  distant  day,  then  grown  great  in 
its  proportions,  as  it  already  is  in  its  purposes,  be  truly  formid¬ 
able,  and  the  rich  fruits  of  its  labors,  unlike  the  bitter  ones  now 
and  heretofore  thrown  to  the  people,  be  scattered  broadcast 
over  the  land,  everywhere  bountifully  and  joyfully  blessing  a  dis¬ 
enthralled  and  grateful  people.  Are  we  too  base  and  craven  to 
do  it  ?  Deity  made  us  men  !  Then  let  not  politicians  make 
us  scavengers,  or  dram-sellers’  brutes,  so  we  shall  aid  in  aggran¬ 
dizing  them,  and  making  ourselves  degraded  and  wretched. 
Let  us,  therefore,  at  once  engage  in  this  warfare,  which  has  such 
noble  objects.  Let  us,  adopting  as  our  motto,  “  Prohibition 
Econony ,  Pure  Government,  and  Equal  Rights  to  All,”  resolve  to 
sunder  old  party  ties,  bury  “  dead  issues,”  and  gallantly  move 
forward  to  the  work  before  us.  Let  us  dare  be  men,  highminded 
men,  who  are  true  to  all  the  best  and  worthy  interests  of  hu¬ 
manity  and  government.  Let  us  act  caring  only  for  the  right, 
and  proudly  disregarding  all  sordid  considerations.  Let  us 
march  and  fight,  to  the  music  of  anthems  thus  high  and  holy, 
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and  victory  will  perch  upon  our  banner  and  wreath  it  with  her 
greenest  laurels.  On,  then,  true  and  noble  men,  to  the  contest ! 
and  let  ever  prayer  be  uttered,  every  blow  be  given  and  every  • 
vote  Ire  cast  in  these  excellent  interests.  Fighting  thus,  and 
fighting  ever,  until  life’s  battles  are  done,  surely  it  shall  be  said 
of  each,  when  his  labors  are  ended,  “The  world  is  better  be¬ 
cause  he  lived  in  it,  and  in  his  fall  Humanity  mourns  the  loss  of 
one  of  her  truest  soldiers.”  A  proud  epitaph  would  that,  in¬ 
deed,  be.  That  of  no  departed  statesman  or  soldier  could  be 
better.  May  Deity^vouchsafe  the  right. 


Michigan  State  Prohibition  Ticket, 


For  Governor, 

CHARLES  K.  CARPENTER,  of  Oakland. 
For  Lieutenant -  Governor, 

THOMAS  A.  GRANGER,  of  Van  Buren. 
For  Secretary  of  State, 

SAMUEL  W.  BAKER,  of  Clinton. 

Fo>  State  Treasurer, 

JAMES  I.  MEAD,  of  Ingham. 

For  Attorney  General, 

ALBERT  WILLIAMS,  of  Ionia. 

For  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction , 
JOHN  EVANS,  of  Eaton. 

For  Commissioner  of  the  State  Land  Office,. 
THOMAS  S.  SKINNER,  of  St.  Clair. 
For  Auditor  General, 

JOSEPH  NEWMAN,  of  Macomb. 
Member  of  State  Board  of  Education , 
JOHN  D.  LEWIS,  of  Bay. 


Michigan  State  Central  Committee. 

Henry  Fish,  of  Port  Huron,  Chairman. 

Chas.  P.  Russell,  Detroit,  Secretary. 

rst  Dist. — Chas.  P.  Russell  and  Daniel  J.  Smith,  of  Detroit. 

2d  Dist. — U.  R.  Evans  of  Adrian,  and  J.  \V.  Holmes  of  Mosherville,  Hillsdale  Co~ 
3d  Dist. — Rev.  M.  A.  Dougherty  of  Albion,  and  A.  H.  Brown  of  Jackson. 

4th  Dist. — J.  S.  Tuttle  of  Niles,  and  James  C.  Elliott  of  Sturgis. 

5th  Dist. — Albert  Williams  of  Ionia,  and  A.  L.  Chubb  of  Grand  Rapids. 

6th  Dist. — Chas.  K.  Carpenter  of  Crion,  and  Martin  V.  Brown  of  St.  Johns. 

7th  Dist. — A.  H.  Shelp  of  Romeo,  and  M.  Walker  of  Port  Huron. 

8th  Dist.— Rev.  E.  Curtis  of  Greenville,  Montcalm  Co.,  and  J.  M.  Miller  of  Bay  City 
9th  Dist. — L.  B.  Perrin  and  E.  S.  Corey  of  Mecosta  Co. 
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